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It was a real pleasure to have everyone out, thanks to Franz and the Feldmann clan for 

their hospitality and sharing their knowledge and experience.

A special thanks also to Mike Malmberg for sharing his wisdom, some of which is noted 

below.

Here is a summary of some of the topics we covered. For more information, please 

don’t hesitate to reach out. Kootenay & Boundary Farm Advisors is here to help.

HAYBUSTER


A brand new 2022 107C seems to go for about CDN$45,000++. Franz doesn’t use the 

fertilizer compartment, doing so requires thorough cleaning to avoid corrosion. Different 

hoppers allow for different seed types to be simultaneously seeded.

Calibrating for seeding 

rates depends on seed 

size. Mark off a set 

length of field, e.g 300’, 

catch the seeds from 

one tube in a bag, and 

do some math to see if 

the rates are right.

Calibrating seeding 

depths depends on soil 

type, compaction, 

moisture, the sod layer, 

time of year, and so on.
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ALFALFA


Typical rate for alfalfa is 5lb/acre, the ideal planting depth is 0.5”. Most varieties are 

currently bred to yield well for only 5 years or so.

PERFECT HAY 

Watch the weather closely: 

You need 3 days clear, 4 days 

is better. Don't cut all at once, 

just 20-30 ac at a time. 

When tedding, don’t just flip 

the pile, spread it out wide. 

Franz prefers flail conditioning 

instead of crimpers/rollers. 

Spreads the swath as wide as 

possible.

Bale at just the right time, not 

too moist, and too dry and the 

leaves come off.

WEATHER FORECASTS 

• Windy: https://www.windy.com/ Also available as an app

• FlowX: https://www.flowx.io/ Not yet available on iOS, just Android

• Farmwest: https://farmwest.com/ Currently the best local source of 

“evapotranspiration” data to measure how quickly plants and soil are drying out.

FIELD RENEWAL


PREVIOUSLY: plough, seed, 

pack… 

• About 5x tractor passes. 

• Wrecked soil structure, 

carbonized organic matter, 

reduced microbes, fungi.

• Lost a season of production

• Extra labour, fuel, herbicide.
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NOW: 3rd year with Haybuster...

•First, graze hard to minimize competition.

•With haybuster direct seed into existing 

pasture

•Only 1 pass seeding, mixed alfalfa, clover, 

grasses.

•Expect 50% catch…keep adding seed as 

needed to fill gaps, renew stand.

•Keeps field in production

•Maintains soil moisture, soil structure, 

microbes, other soil life and worms, ...

Fertilize with all needed nutrients at the 

beginning of the season, followed by urea/N 

only after 1st cut.

MIKE MALMBERG SAYS…


In the living layer we seed into, Kentucky Bluegrass is the biggest alfalfa killer. People 

try to plough it to kill it, but most end up just pulverizing and mixing the soil, so 

bluegrass regenerates easily.

Instead, to plough correctly, you 

must flip the grass upside down 

from under the full root mat.

Dandelions signal that the stand 

is shot, niche in the pasture is 

getting filled. Time to reseed.

Stand longevity should consider 

winterkill issues. From the1970's 

to 1990's, there was lots of winter 

injury. From the 90's onwards, 

there was less until 2015. Winter 

injury will continue to be an issue, so choose varieties accordingly.

Beware of mixes, which may include varieties you don’t need or want. Early dormancy 

and winter hardiness are good, but multi-foliate varieties are rarely winter hardy.
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RIVERSCREEN FLOATING SELF-FLUSHING INTAKE 

As there was interest in self-flushing intake screens when we were down at Franz’s 

intake, here’s a link: https://www.riverscreen.com/

I’m told Zimmatic may sell 

them? Also RPH out of 

Lethbridge 

(403-328-0013). Last I saw 

quoted was $6150++ for a 

6”, $7300++ for a 10”.

Filtration can be as fine as 

120 mesh, which is good 

enough for 

microsprinklers, or large 

drip emitters.

There are options for gravity intakes, submersible pumps, and so on. For submersible, 

gravity, or high filtration, then you get the “gravity” model that sits about 3-feet under the 

water. This is different than the regular model that only requires 4” of water depth. 

See the specs in the pdf linked on the KBFA event website.

360RAIN GPS-GUIDED DRIP IRRIGATION


I have no idea if any of these are in use in Canada yet, but they may be a great 

alternative to centre-pivots. As far as I know, no-one in Canada is selling these, but I’m 

knocking on doors in 

Washington/Idaho.

If it can live up to 

expectations, it promises 

to reduce pump size (low 

pressure, lower flow), 

reduce annual water use, 

increase yields through 

more regular application, 

and fit any odd-size field 

from 60 to 120 ac per unit.

https://

www.360yieldcenter.com/

products/360-rain/
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